Huntley Project Museum


of Irrigated Agriculture

770 Railroad Highway, P.O. Box 353, Huntley, MT 59037-0353
Telephone | Fax: 406.348.2533
Email: hpmia@huntleyprojectmuseum.org    Website: www.huntleyprojectmuseum.org
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For your safety: Watch your step in walking around the grounds—do not climb on or attempt fo operate machinery.
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 Museum Center:  The first stop on your tour, this building contains:  “Life on the Canal: the Huntley Project.” which introduces visitors to the history of the area.  The Museum Center also features regularly changing exhibits, the Museum’s gift shop, an information center, and accessible bathrooms.
2. Tar Paper Shack:  A faithful reproduction of some of the first buildings constructed on “the Project”.  Tar paper shacks were cheap, quick, and counted as “permanent dwellings,” necessary for proving up your homestead claim.

3. Ruth Dredger:  This huge machine was used in the 1910s and 1920s to clean out the main canal and laterals.

4. Osborn Schoolhouse:  Originally built as a one-room school in 1908, the building was sold and moved across the railroad tracks in 1917 to become the Osborn Community Club clubhouse.  It was donated to the museum in 1972 and served as the original Museum Center.

5. Fricke Woodshop:  A reproduction of a typical turn-of-the-century woodworker’s or wainright’s shop.

6. Dalzell Homestead House:  Constructed about 1910 near Ballantine, probably with the bedroom and parlor added slightly later, the house typifies the earliest homes in the area.  Like many of the initial homesteaders who faced weather disasters and high irrigation construction costs, the Dalzell family failed.  Their land was purchased by the Sindelar family who used the home for migrant farm worker housing.

7. Garnsey Schoolhouse | Bus Barn:  Originally located east of Ballantine, this two-room schoolhouse was later used by the School District to store school buses.  Today, it houses our wooden McCormick thresher and other farming implements.
8. Memorial Building:  Constructed in memory of the pioneers who settled this area, the building contains a display of early farm machinery.

9. Tractor Clubhouse:  Operated by the South Central Montana Antique Tractor & Machinery Association, the building contains a working blacksmith’s shop and displays, which are open during the annual Threshing Bee – the third weekend of August.

10. DeGraaf Homestead complex:  Unusually complete, this homestead contains the house, granary, garage, chicken coop, and corncrib first located just west of Osborn.  There is also a unique, Russian-style barn from the Baum family, Fred Otten’s home (Mrs. DeGraaf’s brother), and the Shorty Bliss homestead constructed of hand-hewn cottonwood logs.
Machinery Display Shed:  Originally located just outside of Laurel, MT, the building is approximately 80 years old and will be housing various large museum artifact displays, such as a Model T Ford Ice Cutter, upon completion.
11. Main Street:  Walk down a typical small town main street, ca. 1920:

a. Dr. DeMers’ Office:  Dr. DeMers practiced medicine in Huntley for many years.  The building was donated along with many of its original contents and remains much as it did when Dr. DeMers received patients.
b. 1st National Bank of Pompeys Pillar:  Begun in 1916 with L.L. Madland as president, the bank closed in 1928 following a disastrous grasshopper invasion.

       Machinery Displays:  There are machinery displays on both sides of the canal, along the porches of the Museum Center

We want you to feel as though you have “stepped back in time.”  For this reason, barriers and cases are kept to a minimum.  Preservation is an ongoing concern, however, so please do not touch or climb on historic objects unless invited to do so.
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